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LEADER Factsheet 4
LEADER funding for Foresters in Wealden and Rural Rother (WARR)

Grants of up to £50,000 per project are available. 
To be eligible, projects must fall under the following measure within the Rural Development Programme.
Measure 312 – support for the creation and development of micro-enterprises

A micro-enterprise is defined as having fewer than 10 employees or an annual turnover of less than 2 million Euros. You can be an existing business or apply for help to set one up.  The WARR Board has chosen to restrict funding for businesses to 50%.

DEFRA’s objective is to promote entrepreneurship and create employment opportunities in rural areas. They also wish to improve the processing and marketing of forestry products by investing in improved efficiency, new technology or new market opportunities. They are particularly interested in helping smaller businesses to add value to local products and want to support the management of woodland to enhance public benefits.

Examples:

· Processing and marketing of forestry products, especially for wood fuel

· Developing new products, processing and technologies for forestry products

· Environmental services, including traditional trades required to maintain and enhance the landscape

· Renewable energy (excluding planting support or in forest activities up to and including harvesting)

The grant can be used to help purchase machinery, storage facilities or handling equipment. 

If you think that you may be interested in applying for LEADER funding, please get in touch to discuss your idea.
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