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LEADER Factsheet 3
LEADER funding for Farmers and Growers in Wealden and Rural Rother (WARR)
Grants of up to £50,000 per project are available

You cannot use the grant to buy agricultural production rights, animals, annual plants/seeds or for planting crops, or for simple replacement investments. (The only exception is for planting perennial energy crops, but this is being handled separately by Natural England – contact them directly if you are interested).

To be eligible, projects must fall under one of the following measures within the Rural Development Programme – England (RDPE) programme.

Measure 311 – Diversification into non-agricultural activities

You can apply for up to 50% of the total cost of the project.

You must be either a farmer or a member of a farming household involved in agricultural activity on the farm.  DEFRA’s objective is to improve the economic performance of holdings.  Projects are more likely to be funded if they add something extra, such as new employment or some sort of public benefit, such as recreation or environmental improvements.

Examples:
· Processing and marketing of produce

· Developing new products, processing and technologies for produce

· Retailing, manufacturing or service industries, including self-made products, recreation, equestrian and creative industries (e.g. crafts, sculpture)

· Environmental services, including traditional trades required to maintain and enhance the landscape

· Renewable energy including storage/supply of wood fuel

You can apply for help with capital investment, start-up revenue costs, market research or feasibility studies, marketing/design or technical support

Measure 331 – Training and Information

Most LEADER funded training is provided via courses run by LANTRA (www.lantra.co.uk) or RBAT (Rural Business Advice and Training) services, which are offered to farmers and growers at subsidised rates. To find out more, contact Plumpton Agricultural College on 01273 890454 or at  www.plumpton.ac.uk.

This measure allows you to apply for up to 70% of the cost of additional training, usually specialist training, which is not already provided locally in any other way.

This training must relate to the provision of business or technical skills to support rural small businesses, non-agricultural farm diversification and rural tourism.

Examples:
· IT skills

· Coaching and mentoring in business skills

· Traditional rural skills

· Training related to diversification away from agricultural

· Funds can pay for trainers, venues and refreshments; course material and exam fees; small bits of necessary equipment

If you think that you may be interested in applying for LEADER funding, please get in touch to discuss you idea.
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